2l6	JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
own territory, but if the British Fleet had succeeded in
reaching Singapore, we should have to make the best of it.
Case (ii) :
Here, with the British Fleet in the Indian Ocean, we
should, as in Case (i), have to attack Hongkong at once.
As to Singapore, let us suppose that the British Fleet is at
the eastern end of the Gulf of Aden and that it will put in to
Colombo for stores. That would allow ten days before it
could reach Singapore. It would take three days to transport
a Japanese expeditionary force from Formosa, a difference
of seven days, which appears insufficient. But Singapore,
like Hongkong, even more than Hongkong, is a base essential
to British operations. Were it invested, the danger of at-
tempting to enter it would be so great that the British Fleet
would have to find a base elsewhere, and there is none
that is secure nearer than Australia. Therefore it would be
to our advantage to attack it, whatever the risk. Further,
if we took it we should strike England in one of her weakest
spots, her so-called treasure house of India, where the natives,
who are burning with righteous indignation at being kept
in dependence, would rise in swarms.
The fact that the British Fleet from Europe is well to the
westward, as it is in this case, improves our prospects of
reducing its strength by attrition. Our submarines would be
able to attack it in the Red Sea and in the Gulf of Aden,
as well as off Colombo, where we may suppose it would put
in to draw stores and to prepare for action. But the best
place of all for operations of this type is round the Dutch
Islands. A glance at the map shows how a British Fleet from
Europe hastening to bring our Fleet to a decisive action
somewhere to the north of Banka Island, would come
through the Straits of Sunda into the Java Sea and pass one
side or the other of Billiton Island. The British might call
these Straits 'Hell's Gate', for there we should have our
third chance of delivering torpedo attacks, the first being in the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, and the second off Colombo.
The passages on either side of Billiton Island—between it and
Banka Island and between it and Cape Sambar at the north-
west extremity of Dutch Borneo—would give us a fourth.
These passages afford us much the same opportunity for
attacking the British Fleet as our Pacific Islands for attacks

